
The Mary on the Green Campaign 
calls for a memorial sculpture of Mary Wollstonecraft on Newington Green. There is no significant 

memorial to her anywhere in the world. Of the 573 public statues of people in UK, only 15% are of 

women! 

Mary Wollstonecraft (1759-97) was 'the mother of feminism’. She lived and set up the first girls’ 

schools in Newington Green, London. Her other achievements include: 

 

Author of A Vindication of the Rights of Woman, the first book in  English arguing for 

the equality of women and men 

A pioneering activist for human rights 

Radical thinker who inspired the suffragettes a century later 

First female war correspondent, salaried journalist, early anti-slavery commentator 

Radical thinker influencing Thomas Paine and Benjamin Franklin 

Early children’s author and advocate for education 

Published books on girls’ education and civil rights 

Mother of Mary Shelley, author of Frankenstein 

 

Wollstonecraft the Movie  #whereswally https://youtu.be/ueedNz08qiU 

"A terrific book - quite unlike anything else I 

have read. It is an amusing, enlightening and 

thoroughly contemporary way of 

understanding the ideas of perhaps the most 

underestimated thinker of the eighteenth 

century." Amartya Sen 

 

“It’s brilliantly funny, poignant and important... Laugh, cry and be moved by the original feminist 

adventure with the brilliant Bee Rowlatt” Shami Chakrabarti CBE 
 

MOTION: This Association supports the campaign to put a statue of Mary Wollstonecraft on Newington 
Green, London. The Mary on the Green campaign is part of Newington Green Action Group. Mary Woll-
stonecraft has no significant memorial to her anywhere. She advocated votes for women 100 years be-
fore the suffragettes. She was an educational pioneer and the first woman to publicly  argue for educa-
tion for girls. Aged 24, she set up a girls' school in Newington Green. After publishing books on girls' 
education and civil rights, she wrote 'A Vindication of the Rights of Woman' (1792) demanding 'Justice 
for one half of the human race'. She is now known as the 'Mother of Feminism'. She was a radical thinker 
who debated with Thomas Paine and Benjamin Franklin. One of the first female war correspondents and 
travel writers, she had a commitment to broader human rights and opposed the slave trade. She is the 
originator of the campaign for equality of access to education and the right to schooling. The Associa-
tion agrees to give £100 to the Mary on the Green campaign.  
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